Syllabus – Communication Skills 5
 
Session: Spring II - 2010
Teacher: Michael Bowen
Office Hours: by appointment
Email Address: Michael@interlink.edu
 
Focus of the Class
 “The primary goal of this level is for students to refine their formal and informal communication skills to the point that they can function independently and deal with everyday situations without difficulty. Students also prepare for academic survival and success by working on study and time management skills, becoming more familiar with American college classroom culture, improving their socialization abilities, and learning how to learn. Focus on specific academic skills such as note-taking and giving presentations is a fundamental part of this class. Upon completing this level, the student should be ready for academic work at an American university and should be confident about living and working in an English-speaking environment.”  (INTERLINK Curriculum Guide)
Responsibilities
· Respect yourself, and treat others with respect. 

· Work hard and be prepared for class activities.  
· Practice your listening and speaking skills.  Actively use English! 

· Use only English in class, and as much as possible outside of class. 

 
Please remember to…
Turn off your cell phone before class.
Throw your trash away before you leave class.
Attend class and be on time!
Note: If you come to class more than 5 minutes after it starts, you will be marked late; more than 30 minutes after it starts, you will be marked absent. 
Three (3) times late = 1 absence.  
If you have 5 absences, you will be required to repeat the level.
 
Core Projects
· CS 5 Team Project: Mock Trial 

Project Summary: Mock trials are a common feature of American classrooms and provide an excellent opportunity for students to explore subjects in depth though extensive independent research, to collaborate with classmates in developing an effective case, and to use all of their language and academic skills in executing formal presentations.  Developing argumentation and persuasion skills is at the core of this project, and the process of this project includes many important skill-building activities.
 CS 5 Presentation Project: Vocation Exploration 

Project Summary: This project allows students to learn more about their own fields of study or perhaps gain insights into other vocational areas. For example, a student might interview several professors in their department about their personal journeys to their present position or perhaps about a specific topic in their field.  Another student might choose to interview a variety of people about their work and focus on such areas as job satisfaction or skill requirements. Regardless of the kind of vocational exploration the student engages in, the end result will be a class presentation that skillfully integrates the information collected and effectively communicates it to the class. 
· CS 5 Independent Listening Project 

You will keep a listening journal and record daily independent listening. The specific activities and materials for this project will vary.  Lab activities may be included, but a great deal of outside listening is expected, including attending a minimum of three (3) lectures at CSM, various note taking activities, and reporting to the class about your outside listening activities.  In addition, you will keep a record of new vocabulary gained through independent listening. 
 
Benchmarks
To complete this level, you must demonstrate your ability to:
· Satisfactorily comprehend academic lectures 

· Speak fluently and make satisfactory college-level presentations 

Benchmarks have been established for each level to gauge proficiency. Students meeting both benchmarks are promoted.
 
Grades 
Students who meet both benchmarks receive a base of 70% and pass the course on the basis of proficiency (i.e. the level of language ability), but you may receive a higher mark in your overall assessment based on academic performance (homework and preparation for class, good attendance and punctuality, active class participation). 
 
70% Proficiency – meeting the above benchmarks; your language ability. 
 
30% Academic Performance – 
• Preparation for class and active participation. 
• Completion of all homework and assignments outside of class. 
• Quality of performance in the core projects (listed above). 
 
-10% Attendance – Since you are expected to attend every class, absences will subtract from your cumulative score according to the following scale: 
 
    Absences 

% Point Deduction 
1 

- 1% 
2

- 3% 
3 

- 6% 
4 

- 10% 
5

Repeat the class 
 
Grades: 
90 - 92% = A-                        93 - 96% = A 
97-100% = A+ (Excellent) 
80 - 82% = B-                        83 - 86% = B 
87 - 89% = B+ (Good - Very Good) 
70 - 72% = C- 
73 - 76% = C 
77 - 79% = C+ (Pass - Average) 
Less than 70% = R (Repeat the level) 
