 Communication Skills - Level 4 
Winter I, 2010
Instructor: Diann Marlin 

Phone: 720-232-6650 (Cell) 

Office & Hours: Interlink main office 1706 Illinois St., By Appointment Monday – Friday 12pm – 2pm
E-mail: dmarlin@mines.edu 

Class Schedule: M W F in Berthoud 109


    Tu Th in CTLM (Computer Lab) B56

Course Description: This course will emphasize communication skills especially for the use of debating topics and speaking persuasively.   You will listen to and discuss a variety of topics especially those related to debates and persuasion.  In order to prepare for the group debate project you will do research using internet sources. You will learn to organize an argument, provide support for your side, and refute others' arguments. You will build your general and academic vocabulary, and you will listen and speak every day. 

Core Projects

1) Team project: Debate
You will participate in a team debate.  We will listen to different debates, practice debates, and do research for multiple in-class debates.  The final debate should demonstrate your progress and work with debates.

2) Presentation Project: Persuasive Speech
We will do two persuasive speeches this term.  The feedback you receive on your first speech should be used to guide your final speech.

3) Independent Listening Log
You will have the opportunity to select listening clips, television programs, and online resources that interest you to help improve your listening and serve as topics for discussions.

4) Vocabulary Building
You will record, study, and practice using new vocabulary.

Required Course Materials: 

- Three-ring binder, loose-leaf paper 

- Optional Text: The Essentials of English by Ann Hogue 

- An English to English dictionary: Recommended: Longman's Dictionary of American 

English with Thesaurus. An online version is available at www.ldoceonline.com.
Classroom Procedures 
1. Attendance: Be on time and present to every class! If you are unable to come to class because of illness or some other reason, you must contact the INTERLINK office before the class or as soon as possible. You are responsible for turning in all assignments even when you are absent. More than four absences will result in failure of the class. 

2. Late attendance: Always arrive on time! Arriving 5 minutes late three times will be considered one absence. If you are more than 30 minutes late, you are considered absent for the class. 

3. Participation: We need you to make this class great! Your ideas will help your classmates better understand the course material, and you will learn more if you take an active role in the class. To gain the most from your experience:

- Come to class prepared by doing your homework 

- Only speak English in class!

- Take an active part in class discussions and group meetings 

- Make your work excellent instead of just okay 

- Take risks and be okay with mistakes 

- Spend as much time as possible out of class communicating in English

4.  Your Work: Don't ever plagiarize!  Plagiarizing is the using of someone's words or phrases as your own.  No plagiarized work will be accepted.  This includes information given during the debate and your presentations.  If you use someone's words or ideas you must quote and/or provide source information.

Classroom and Building Etiquette 
1. We will be sharing a lot of opinions in this class.  At some point in the term, you may read material or hear opinions from classmates that you disagree with.  Disagreeing with one another is normal, but please do so with respect. 

2. If you have a concern or complaint about the class or an assignment, please schedule an appointment with me in my office to discuss it as soon as possible. 

3. Please no cell phone use during class. All cell phones should be off or in vibrate mode. 

Benchmarks

To successfully complete the course you must meet the following benchmarks:

a. understand discussions involving abstract notions
b. express ideas and opinions in language that is comprehensible and reasonably accurate
If you meet the above benchmarks you will receive 70% for proficiency and be able to move into the next level.  I will be giving feedback to your regarding your proficiency throughout the course.  If you ever have any questions about how you are doing, please ask.  
Grading

The remaining 30% will determine your grade of an A, B, or C and will be based on the following:
* Homework Completion/Out of class work (15%)

* On task/Actively participating during class/Note taking (5%)

* Performance on Debate (5%)

* Performance on Persuasive Speech (5%)

* Punctuality/Attendance (-10%)

	Absence
	Deduction from Final Grade

	1st
	-1%

	2nd
	-3%

	3rd
	-6%

	4th
	-10%

	
	

	Grading Scale

97-100% = A+

93-96%=A

90-92%=A-

87-89%=B+

83- 86% = B

80-82%=B-

77-79%=C+

73-76% = C

70-72%=C-
	


